
WHAT IS PACKET COMMUNICATIONS? 
 

Presented by Bob Miller WA6MTY  Emergency Coordinator WCARES 

 

This presentation was supported by a grant from the  U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

 
 



PURPOSE 

• What? 

• How? 

 



SENDING MESSAGES 

• Sending messages during a disaster 

• Voice communications 

• Morse Code 

• Packet Communications 



RADIOGRAM 



VOICE COMMUNICATIONS 

• Radio 

• Microphone 

• Antenna 

• Handling messages 

• Slow, phonetic spelling 

• Prone to errors 



VOICE COMMUNICATIONS 

• Slow, speak only as fast as you can write 

• Stop after every fourth or fifth word 

• Prone to errors 



PHONETIC SPELLING 

LTR 
 

SPOKEN 
 

PRONOUNCED 
 

LTR 
 

SPOKEN 
 

PRONOUNCED 
 

A  
 

Alfa  
 

AL FAH  
 

N  
 

November  
 

NO VEM BER 
 

B 
 

Bravo  
 

BRAH VOH  
 

O  
 

Oscar  
 

OSS CAH 
 

C  
 

Charlie  
 

CHAR LEE  
 

P  
 

Papa  
 

PAH PAH 
 

D  
 

Delta  
 

DELL TAH  
 

Q  
 

Quebec  
 

KAY BECK 
 

E  
 

Echo  
 

ECK OH  
 

R  
 

Romeo  
 

ROW ME OH 
 

F  
 

Foxtrot  
 

FOKS TROT  
 

S  
 

Sierra  
 

SEE AIR RAH 
 

G  
 

Golf  
 

GOLF  
 

T  
 

Tango  
 

TANG GO 
 

H  
 

Hotel  
 

HOH TELL  
 

U  
 

Uniform  
 

YOU NEE FORM 
 

I  
 

India  
 

IN DEE AH  
 

V  
 

Victor  
 

VIK TOR 
 

J  
 

Juliet  
 

JU LEE ETT  
 

W  
 

Whiskey  
 

WISS KEY 
 

K  
 

Kilo  
 

KEY LOH  
 

X  
 

X-ray  
 

ECKS RAY 
 

L  
 

Lima  
 

LEE MAH  
 

Y  
 

Yankee  
 

YANG KEY 
 

M  
 

Mike  
 

MIKE  
 

Z  
 

Zulu  
 

ZOO LOO 
 



MORSE CODE 

• Early Digital Communications 

• The final method of sending a message 



PACKET 

• Data vs. Voice 

• Accurate 

• Faster 

• Batch Processing 

• Paper Trail 



EQUIPMENT 

• Hamlink Computer 

 

 

 

• Terminal Node 

Controller 

 

• RADIO 



RADIOGRAM 



MAIL BOX BBS 



MAIL BOX BBS 

• TNC storage folder is a Bulletin Board 

System 

• Strategically located 

• Regional EOC 

• Salvation Army 

• Red Cross 

• VA Medical Center 



DIGITAL REPEATERS 

• Digipeater 

• Hilltop repeaters that store and forward 

• Any Packet Station  

http://www.buxcomm.com/


WASHOE COUNTY PACKET 



PACKET SOFTWARE 



PACKET SOFTWARE 



PACKET SOFTWARE 



E-MAIL 



SUMMARY 

• Sending messages during a disaster 

• Voice communications 

• Morse Code 

• Packet Communications 



Questions??? 

HAMLINK Incident Management System 

http:// WWW.HAMLINKOnline.com 

http://www.hamlinkonline.com/

